Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.033; wR factor = 0.091; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.4.
In the title compound, C 16 H 14 ClN, the conformation of the five-membered ring approximates to an envelope with a C atom as the flap. The dihedral angle between the aromatic rings is 78.71 (9) .
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For chemical background to pyrrolines, see: Tsuge et al. (Bruker, 2001) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), with 30% probability displacement ellipsoids. 
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